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Abstract

Marriage in the Indian society was traditionally a sacred and indissoluble institution, but
recent socio-economic change, urbanization, and legal reforms have made a big difference in
marital norms. The divorce rates in India continue to be relatively low compared to the rest of
the world, but their consistent increasing trend, especially in the cities, has made the post-
divorce remarriage more visible to the population. The paper presents a socio-legal
perspective of the changing legal, social issues, and changing family norms regarding post-
divorce remarriage in India. It evaluates constitutional guarantees under Article 21 and
statutory guarantees under personal laws like the Hindu Marriage Act, Special Marriage Act,
and the Muslim Personal Law, specifically on judicial interpretations and landmark
judgments, which uphold the right to remarry following legal dissolution. The paper also
examines perennial social stigmas against the divorced, particularly the women, and the role
of caste, religion, gender, and rural-urban rifts in the societal acceptance is also discussed.
The paper further appraises the legal and psychological consequences of remarriage on a
child of a premature marriage with reference to the issues of custody, guardianship,
maintenance, and inheritance rights. Exploring the interplay of law, culture, and changing
family forms, the paper claims that in spite of the growing legal support of remarriage, there
are still social attitudes that are so ingrained that they are becoming obstacles on the way to
the complete normalization of remarriage. The paper highlights the importance of being more
socially aware and legally conscious to provide dignity, equality, and feelings of well-being to

remarried families in modern India.
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1. Introduction

Traditionally, marriage in the Indian society has held the status of a sacred, irrevocable union,
a sanskara (sacrament) as opposed to a legal contract. Although the traditional view of
marriage as a lifetime institution is still considered to be one of the carryovers of social
fabric, modernization and the law industry have resulted in a slow increase in the divorce
rates, as well as a tendency on the way towards independence (Pandey, 2021).! However,
traditionally, marriage in India is not only a union of two people but a “sacrament” that unites
two families. This love is considered to be immortal, and it is usually said that it endures

seven lives.

e Marital Indissolubility: According to the classical Hindu law, marriage was regarded
as a religious duty (dharma), which they needed to procreate and nurture their spirit.
The marriage was considered a marriage beyond breaking, and books of history, such
as Dharmashastras, focused on the wife being dedicated to her husband in all life

(Mukherjee & Ahmed, 2023).2

o The Role of Arranged Marriage: Arranged marriages are a means of preserving social
institutions such as caste and kinship institutions. To achieve “marital stability” and
family honor, for example, community, religion, and economic status, parents and

elders usually choose spouses (Allendorf & Pandian, 2016).3

e Collectivism over Individualism: The traditional Indian society has collective family
interests, rather than personal satisfaction. Therefore, the survival of marriage can be

regarded as a portrayal of the family name rather than personal happiness.

11 Changing Dynamics and the Rise of Divorce

! Pandey, S. P. (2021). Changing dimensions of institutions of marriage in India: A socio-legal evaluation. Issue
2 Int'l JL Mgmt. & Human., 4, 58.

% Mukherjee, R., & Ahmed, A. (2023). Changing dimension of marriage: A socio-legal analysis in the context of
live-in relationships in India. Indian Journal of Health, Sexuality and Culture, 9(01), 101-110.

® Allendorf, K., & Pandian, R. K. (2016). The decline of arranged marriage? Marital change and continuity in
India. Population and development review, 42(3), 435.
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Although India has one of the lowest divorce rates in the world (around 1%), the social

situation changes, especially in the cities. Replacement of Sacrament by Contract.
» Shift from Sacrament to Contract

Divorce was made a legal option in the modern legal systems (like the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955, and the Special Marriage Act, 1954), and in effect, the concept of marriage came to be

regarded as a socio-legal arrangement rather than a religious sacrament (Vashishtha, 2022).4
» Socio-Economic Influences

e Women’s Empowerment: With more education and economic autonomy, female
victims are now leaving abusive or unhappy relationships. At the moment, women

launch a large percentage of divorce cases in urban areas such as Delhi (Akhtar,

2016).°

e Urbanization and Individualism: The shift towards the nuclear family in city life has
lessened the societal buffer of extended relatives, and as such, couples are becoming
more dependent on emotional fit as opposed to conventional responsibility (Joseph,

2025).°
1.2  Rising Divorce Rates and Evolving Marital Practices in India

Lately, the marital scenario in Indian society has undergone a major change. Although the
divorce rate is not that high, by global standards (an estimated 1.1%), the rate of marriage
breakdown has gone through the roof, especially in cities where the rates in such as Delhi or

Mumbeai are reportedly tripled in the past decade (Teena, 2025)7

Various socio-economic factors account for the change in “marriage as a sacrament” to a

partnership founded on personal satisfaction.

The two main factors leading to an increase in divorces are education and finances. With

the security of good jobs, women are becoming more and more likely to file a divorce-

* Vashishtha, S. (2022). Comparative analysis between the Hindu and Muslim maintenance laws. Issue I Indian
JL & Legal Rsch., 4, 1.

®> Akhtar, D. M. E. (2016). Social and economic problems of divorced women with special reference to Sangam
Vihar Delhi. Research on Humanities and Social Sciences, 6(21), 13-21.

® Joseph, J. (2025). Socio Economic and Cultural Perspectives on Divorce Trends in India. Available at SSRN
5259473.

" Teena, A. (2025). Divorce Rate in India in 2024: Statistics and Trends. Rematch.
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almost 70 percent of divorces are filed in parts of urban research - to leave an incompatible or
unhealthy relationship (India Today, 2025).8 According to research, higher risks of divorce
apply in marriages in which the wife is more educated than the husband (education
hypogamy), which is usually caused by the conflict between gender-role expectations and
conflicts with ego (Maiti, 2024).9 It is becoming a common trend among modern couples to
value emotional intimacy, respect each other, and grow and develop as individuals more than
in the past, where the obligation was viewed as duty (dharma). When they fail to do so, the
previously assumed stigma about terminating a marriage is no longer an absolute deterrent

(Ottakkam Thodukayil et al, 2025).10

Remarriage, which used to be a low-key, even taboo, is coming into the fore as a second
chance at happiness. The search for a second partner has been updated through specialized
matchmaking applications designed specifically to help divorcees and widowed people find
different partners (e.g., Rebounce, Rematch). In a 2025 survey, 28 percent of the divorced
daters actively reported being interested in starting over, and more than 35 percent of women
in the Tier 1 cities were at the forefront of this change (India Today, 2025).11 A second
marriage in the modern world does not emphasize companionship in old age like traditional

marriages were often viewed as a “compromise” in the old ways; they emphasize:

o Emotional Compatibility: 3 out of 5 men have defined that they now have to see
emotional alignment and an open discussion of objectives before they commit to a

second marriage (SMEStreet, 2025).12

e Clearer Boundaries: People coming to a second marriage are more mature and have

better boundaries when it comes to the in-laws and family finances.
1.3 Concept of Remarriage in Indian Society

The remarriage notion in Indian society has gone through a dramatic change, where it was

considered a taboo among women and is now a sanctioned and more open second opportunity

® India Today. (2025). 28% of divorced Indian daters open to remarriage: Survey.
® Maiti, S. N. (2024). Gaps in education and marital dissolution: Evidence from India. International Social
Science Journal, 74(252), 277-298.

19 Ottakkam Thodukayil, F. S., Palaniswamy, U., & Kunjumon, A. (2025). The Causes of Divorce and Its Effects
on Women: A Systematic Review. Marriage & Family Review, 1-36.

! India Today. (2025). 28% of divorced Indian daters open to remarriage: Survey.

12 SMEStreet. (2025). Rebounce data reveals rising interest in remarriage after divorce.
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among both genders. Nevertheless, legislative achievements cannot entirely eradicate the
cultural stigmas in the country, which still affect women and the rural population (Biswas,

2024).5
» Historical View of Remarriage

Traditionally, marriage was considered to be an indissoluble sacrament (sanskara) under the
influence of the Dharmashastras in the Indian society. This led to radically different

meanings of men and women.

Hinduism traditions of the high castes never allowed widow remarriage, and a woman
was considered inseparably attached to her husband. Widows were also either compelled to
lead a life of chastity or be social outcasts, or in some worst-case scenarios, Sati (self-
immolation) (Atwal, 2022).** On the other hand, men were slightly more unimpeded when it
comes to remarrying after the death of a spouse. Widowers received a strong motivation to
get remarried as soon as possible to continue the family organization and lineage (Mishra &
Jayakar, 2019). The first legal effort to break these norms was the Hindu Widows
Remarriage Act of 1856, promoted by Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, but social tolerance was

still lagging towards the end of the century (Malik, 2013).*°
> Social Acceptance and Stigma

Legal barriers no longer exist, but social stigma is a big challenge. Even a “failed” first
marriage or widowhood is still perceived with suspicion. Even to a certain conservative mind,
a widowed or divorced woman is still shamelessly referred to as “unlucky” or “impure.” This
stigma is one of the main factors that makes women finally decide to live in a dysfunctional
marriage instead of finding a new life. Although 28% of the Indian "divorced daters" are now

willing to remarry, they claim that women often have to make more efforts in their self-

13 Biswas, Indrabha. (2024). Widow Remarriage Act in India - Understanding Your Rights. Vaquill.

Y Atwal, J. (2022). Widowhood in History: Reformers, Widow Homes and the Nation. Current Res. J. Soc. Sci.
& Human., 5, 9.

> Mishra, S., & Jayakar, K. (2019). Remarriage in India: Online presentation strategies of men and women on
an Indian remarriage website. Indian Journal of Gender Studies, 26(3), 309-335.

18 Malik, V. (2013). Problems of widow remarriage in India: a study. J Bus Manage Soc Sci Res, 2(2), 23-31.
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presentation to dispel fears held by their future significant others about the families of the

past (India Today, 2025).17
» Urban vs. Rural Perspectives

Despite recent government schemes promoting widow remarriage and financial support,
remarriage is still socially constrained in rural areas due to community norms, caste
expectations, and persistent stigma. This is in contrast to the increasingly normalized practice
of remarriage in metropolitan cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru, where women's
financial independence and the rise of digital matchmaking platforms have made it easier for

them to marry again (Sahu, 2025).'8
1.4  Legal Framework Governing Post-Divorce Remarriage

In India, the legalization of remarriage is aimed at establishing that there is an irrevocable end
of a previous marital relationship prior to a new one. Even though the Constitution of India
provides the right to remarry under the Right to Life and Dignity (Article 21), the personal
laws and civil statutes control the specifics and the duration of the processes (Ahmad,

2025).1°
14.1 Constitutional and Fundamental Basis

The Supreme Court of India has consistently maintained that Article 21 (Right to Life and
Personal Liberty) includes the right to marry a partner of one's choice as one of its
fundamental elements. When it comes to remarriage, the court underlines that upon the legal
dissolution of a marriage, a person has to be left alone to reconstruct their life with honor

(Article 14 - Equality before Law) (Admin, 2025).20
1.4.2  Statutory Provisions by Religion

Remarrying is permitted in Indian personal law following a valid divorce, though the specific
conditions differ by religion. For example, in Hindu law, it is permissible after the divorce
decree and the appeal period have expired; in Muslim law, it is permissible after talaqg,

" India Today. (2025). 28% of divorced Indian daters open to remarriage: Survey.
18 Sahu, D. (2025). State to give priority to widow remarriage under MBKY. The Times of India.

9 Ahmad, S. (2025). Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage in India: Legal Challenges, Judicial Reforms, and
Societal Perspectives.
% Admin. (2025). Legal Rights of Women After Divorce in India: 2025 Guide. Kamal & Co. Advocates.
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subject to iddat for women; and in Christian and Parsi law, it is permissible after a decree

absolute and the completion of the prescribed appeal period, ensuring legal finality before

entering into a new marriage (Matrimony, 2025).%

1.4.3 Judicial Interpretations and Landmark Judgments

1.5

Anurag Vijaykumar Goel v. State of Maharashtra (2025): The Supreme Court
decided that the maintenance to be paid in a second marriage should not be
determined by the alimony or settlements received in a first marriage. Every marriage

is regarded as a separate legal person.

Shayara Bano v. Union of India (2017): The so-called “Instant Triple Talaq” was
declared unconstitutional, which guarantees the Muslim women a more secure legal

status in terms of divorce and the right to remarry.

Tejinder Kaur v. Gurmit Singh (1988/Updated 2020): Confirmed that when a
remarriage contract is already entered into when an appeal against the divorce decree

remains to be made, it is void and may cause the second marriage to be annulled.

Amardeep Singh v. Harveen Kaur (2017): The Court resolved that the six-month
cooling-off period of mutual consent divorce is not obligatory, but rather of a

directional nature and may be dispensed with in cases where the marriage is beyond

repair (Dagar, 2025).%

Socio-Legal Challenges Faced by Divorced Individuals

The socio-legal environment that divorced people in India operate in is very multi-

dimensional, as the traditional values of marital permanence and the new legal statutes

interact in a socio-legal conflict. Custody, maintenance, inheritance, and children's well-being

are all impacted by the legal ramifications of divorce in India. Despite courts' efforts to

prioritize the "best interests of the child” standard, gender norms and lack of support for co-

parenting still influence custody decisions. Maintenance laws in India provide financial

support, but it typically ends when one parent remarries, even though parental responsibility

toward children remains. Disputes over inheritance rights often arise in blended families.

2! Matrimony, YT. C. (2025). Indian Law on Christian Second Marriage: What You Need to Know.

%2 Dagar, P. (2025). Hon'ble Supreme Court Rules Alimony from First Divorce Irrelevant in Second Marriage.
Lexworks.
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Children, particularly those living in homes where both parents are remarried, endure
psychological and emotional trauma, stigma, and social and mental health burdens that

women endure (Majumder, 2024).2°
1.6 Changing Family Structures and Norms

There is a radical change in the structural make-up of the traditional Indian family as it is
now shifting towards the model of the nuclear family with the occasional blended family. The
process of urbanization and labor migration is the key driver of this change that interferes
with the so-called collective monitoring of extended kin and enables more freedoms in
choosing partners. The emergence of blended families, in which one of the parents has a child
with another partner, is a major shift in the historic model; whereas it was considered a rare
occurrence in the past, such families are becoming increasingly common as remarriage is
now less taboo (Ahmed, 2024).%* Step-parents are also becoming acceptable, especially in the
urban centers where women are earning their degrees and the majority of them are working,
which has given them the strength to focus on the emotional compatibility rather than the
“duty to the lineage.” The change is encouraged by education, which creates a more liberal
world perception that considers divorce and the following remarriage as effective results of
marriage breakdown as opposed to the act of moral offense (Priyanka, 2024).” Moreover,
one cannot overestimate the importance of digital mediums and media; the spread of
matrimonial websites that specialize in so-called “second marriages” (like SecondShaadi or
Rematch) has turned the process of meeting a new partner into an institution. At the same
time, the popular culture and online stories have started accepting the “step-parent” role, no
longer making the media figurehead the “wicked stepmother,” but instead a helpful presence

in a modern, functional family (Ghaffarzadeh & Nazari, 2012).26

2. Research Questions

% Majumder, A. (2024). Remarriage of a divorced person based on Section 15. ASLC Institute.

# Ahmed, J. (2024). Social implications of rising divorce rates in urban India. Reflections.live.

% Priyanka, K. (2024). Impact of urbanization on family structures in modern India. International Journal of
Social Sciences and Humanities, 12(3), 45-58.

% Ghaffarzadeh, S. M., & Nazari, H. (2012). The consequences of divorce on individual, family and
society. Life Science Journal, 9(4), 281-5.
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How have judicial interpretations and landmark judgments shaped the right to remarry

after divorce in India?

What social challenges and stigmas do divorced individuals, particularly women, face

when seeking remarriage in Indian society?

To what extent do caste, religion, gender, and geography (urban vs. rural) influence

societal acceptance of post-divorce remarriage?

What are the legal and psychological implications of remarriage on children from a
previous marriage, particularly concerning custody, guardianship, and inheritance

rights?
Research Objectives

To examine how judicial interpretations and landmark judgments have influenced and

shaped the legal right to remarry after divorce in India.

To analyze the social challenges, prejudices, and stigmas faced by divorced

individuals—especially women—when seeking remarriage within Indian society.

To assess the impact of caste, religion, gender, and geographical location (urban

versus rural settings) on societal attitudes and acceptance of post-divorce remarriage.

To evaluate the legal and psychological implications of remarriage on children from a
previous marriage, with particular reference to custody, guardianship, and inheritance

rights under Indian law.

Reviews of Literature

Joseph, J. (2025)27 stated that in recent decades, there have been notable shifts in Indian

society's perceptions of divorce, which has been historically stigmatized. This study

examined the intricate interplay between legal, cultural, and socioeconomic elements that

contributed to the rising incidence of divorce, and it provided a thorough examination of the

historical trajectory of divorces. Divorce was a difficult topic, and this study intended to shed

light on it using a multi-pronged strategy that drew on statistics, case studies, and academic

%" Joseph, J. (2025). Socio Economic and Cultural Perspectives on Divorce Trends in India. Available at SSRN
5259473.
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literature. The study delved into various aspects of the increasing divorce rate in India,
including shifting societal views, the effects of legislative reforms, economic factors, and

wider social consequences.

Ottakkam Thodukayil, F. S., et al. (2025)? evaluated that this systematic literature review
explores the complex causes and long-term effects of divorce in India. This study sought to
explore the socio-cultural variables that lead to marital dissolution in India and the unique
obstacles women experience after divorce. 22 scientific publications were carefully selected
to represent multiple perspectives on the subject in this extensive investigation. Key topics
examined India's divorce causes, including domestic violence, dowry concerns, patriarchal
dominance, and communication breakdown, in a systematic manner. The substantial impact
on women included psychological distress, economic burdens, child custody issues,
emotional attachments, unwillingness to remarry, legal procedure issues, societal
stigmatization, and familial alienation. The selected articles' richness of information was
organized and analyzed using thematic synthesis to provide a holistic view of divorce's
intricacies. This study focused on counseling, legislative reforms, and awareness campaigns
to empower Indian women post-divorce, providing policymakers and practitioners with

critical information.

Poddar, A., & Mukhopadhyay, S. (2021)29 focused on how, when a marriage ended, it
usually hurt both partners. A lot of changes and difficulties happen to them. When spouses
had children, there were more hurdles to overcome. The youngsters nevertheless endure a
great deal, even though the parents deal with the most difficult part. This study focused on
Hindu personal law as it pertained to child custody and guardianship laws. Aside from this,
the study also covered the financial settlements, namely the maintenance awarded to children,
as well as the responsibility and obligation of both parents to continue supporting the kid

following the divorce.

% Ottakkam Thodukayil, F. S., Palaniswamy, U., & Kunjumon, A. (2025). The Causes of Divorce and Its Effects
on Women: A Systematic Review. Marriage & Family Review, 1-36.

? Poddar, A., & Mukhopadhyay, S. (2021). Post-Divorce Child Custody Complications (with Special Reference
to Hindu Personal Law). Supremo Amicus, 27, 1.
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Vincent, P., & Laveena, D. M. (2018)30 examined that Divorce was unusual in India a few
years ago. Modernization and technical growth changed the tight confines of traditional
Indian living and introduced a new attitude and lifestyle. It accelerated when women began
working, which made gender roles incompatible owing to their new status. Changing
demographic contexts from rural and urban to cities or metros, individualization through the
shift from a joint or extended family system to a nuclear family, and spouse selection in
contrast to arranged marriage have contributed to unstable marriages in India. Modern society
believes that independence was preferable to marriage for personal well-being. This essay
discusses how changing socio-cultural life, technological outbursts through social media and
other media, and western ideologies through globalization have threatened marriages'
stability. Recent divorce trends were the focus of this investigation. The goals were to
understand socio-cultural factors that affect divorce rates and provide ways to reduce or

eliminate family divorce. This survey detailed 50 male and 50 female respondents.

Agra, 1. B., et al. (2018)31 examined Denpasar's Hindu post-divorce women's socio-cultural
pressure. Results showed that Hindu women faced social and cultural pressure following
divorce due to patrilineal culture's dominance. Hindu women after divorce were typically
labeled obliquely due to patrilineal customs. Field data showed an increased divorce rate.
Widows were also rising. Early-married widows are considered youthful. After the divorce,
Bali's patriarchal culture exerted sociocultural pressure. Men (purusa) were important in
Balinese society. This was shown in how people view men over women. The husband
continued to make decisions. In addition to social humiliation, Hindu divorcees experience
religious stigma. A religious divorce was forbidden because marriage was a sacred rite. This
makes divorce a family disgrace. Bad stigma mostly targeted women, not men. Third, the
lack of safety and protection from traditional institutions in Bali, such as village ordinances

(awig-awig), increases divorce proceedings for Hindu women.

5. Methodology

¥ Yaws. Issue 1 Indian JL & Legal Rsch., 4, 1.
Vincent, P., & Laveena, D. M. (2018). Changing trends of divorce in India: Issues & concerns. EMERGING
AREAS OF IT APPLICATIONS IN MANAGEMENT, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, 17.

3 Agra, 1. B., Gelgel, 1. P., & Dharmika, 1. B. (2018). Pressure on socio-cultural towards post-divorce Hindu
women in Denpasar city. International journal of social sciences and humanities, 2(3), 63-78.
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Using only secondary sources, the study employs a qualitative socio-legal research approach.
The legal situation of remarriage in India after a divorce is examined through an analysis of
constitutional principles, personal laws (Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Parsi, and Special
Marriage Act), and significant judicial decisions. To further evaluate societal attitudes,
stigma, and shifting family standards, the study examines scholarly articles, survey results,
demographic studies, and news articles. Integrating legal interpretations with social realities,
this approach employs thematic and doctrinal analysis. It focuses on gender, urban-rural

contrasts, the impact of remarriage on children and family structures, and the like.
6. Data Analysis

Constitutional provisions, personal legislation, seminal court judgments, national surveys,
academic studies, media reports, and academic and scholarly articles form the basis of the
qualitative socio-legal analysis that forms the basis of the study. Different areas, genders, and
family structures in India are analyzed in relation to the legal and societal treatment of
remarriage after a divorce. To provide light on the official acknowledgement of the ability to
remarry following a divorce, relevant legal data is examined from statutes such as the Hindu
Marriage Act, Special Marriage Act, Muslim Personal Law, and important Supreme Court
decisions. Levels of acceptance, stigma, and changing family norms are evaluated using
social data from surveys, demographic studies, and urban-rural comparisons. The study
delves into the legal framework and empirical research around several topics including as
child custody, maintenance, inheritance, and the psychological effects of a parent's remarriage
on their children, with a focus on blended families. The analysis draws attention to the
disparity between theoretical and practical laws, particularly as they pertain to gender and

location, by combining legal texts with sociological facts.
7. Results and findings

Although remarriage after a divorce is constitutionally protected in India, the results show
that social acceptance of the practice is still inconsistent. According to Articles 14 and 21, the
courts always confirm that people are allowed to remarry when a marriage is officially
dissolved, upholding remarriage as a component of personal liberty and dignity. Rural and
conservative cultures still stigmatize remarriage, especially for women, but urban, educated,

and economically independent settings are seeing a marked increase in its normalization.
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Despite their formal legal equality, the study reveals that divorced women endure higher
levels of moral scrutiny, social categorization, and psychological stress compared to men.
Additionally, it is discovered that in blended or remarried households, children from first
marriages frequently face emotional turmoil, custody issues, maintenance uncertainties, and
inheritance fights. Overall, the paper finds that remarriage is supported by Indian law, but that
it is not fully socially normalized due to entrenched patriarchal norms, caste dynamics, and
rural-urban divides. This highlights the need for social reform, judicial sensitivity, and legal

awareness in addition to statutory rights.
8. Discussion

Remarriage after a divorce in India is both legally recognized and socially accepted,
according to the discussion. Judicial interpretations under Articles 14 and 21, as well as
personal laws, affirm the right to remarry as an essential component of personal liberty and
dignity. However, widespread discrimination based on gender, caste, and community persists,
especially in conservative and rural areas, making it difficult for women to fully embrace this
right. However, children in blended families frequently encounter emotional, legal, and social
obstacles, and this is despite the fact that remarriage is becoming more common in
metropolitan environments due to factors such as women's education, economic
independence, and internet platforms. In sum, the research shows that changing the law isn't
enough to make remarriage the norm; court sensitivity, gender-aware adjudication, personal

law harmonization, and social awareness are all necessary ingredients for success.
9. Conclusion

Post-divorce remarriage in India shows that there is an increasing contrast between a legal
understanding of progress and social opposition. Although the right to remarry following
divorce is well enshrined in the constitution and through judicial interpretations, the
patriarchal norms, caste system, religion, and the rural-urban differences continue to cast their
stigma on the remarrying couple, especially women. The research shows that remarriage is
becoming acceptable in cities and educated societies, but is a social stricture in rural areas.
Remarriage also & raises complicated legal and psychological problems for the children of
the old marriages, particularly in terms of custody, maintenance, and inheritance. It is

concluded in the paper that legal punishment cannot be considered effective; judicial
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sensitivity, clarity in laws, and general knowledge in society would bring meaning to the
sinking family frameworks in society. The legal statute that regulates remarriage after divorce
in India is an indication of a liberalizing trend toward the acknowledgement of personal
autonomy and dignity in Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution. Cases that have been decided
by the courts have helped to clarify the statutory provisions in personal laws, as well as
strengthening the finality of divorce as the means to legitimate remarriage. Nonetheless, the
inability to eradicate social stigma, particularly that of women, demonstrates how the law has
failed to change the social mindset in society. The paper highlights the necessity of policy
interventions that will harmonize the personal laws, reinforce the child-centered custody and
succession protection, and facilitate the planning of succession within the blended family.
The gap between the legal rights and the social reality should be addressed with the help of
judicial training, gender-based adjudication, and awareness programs on the community
level. An organized legal and policy action must be taken to make remarriage a normalized

practice of exercising individual freedom and not a social sin.
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