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Abstract : When we say that movies are a mirror of politics, we mean that they reflect and
comment on political issues. Movies can be a platform to discuss pressing issues in a country
orcommunity. They can provide a visual representation of political ideas and events, and can
be a valuable tool for understanding and analyzing these issues. However, it's important to be
critical and thoughtful consumers of this art form, as movies have the potential to
oversimplify complexissues or perpetuate harmful stereotypes. Additionally, movies reflect
the dominant political and socio-economic view of the time and place of their production.
This means that movies can provide insight into the political and social climate of the time
and place in which they were made. Movies can be a great way to start conversations and
reflect on matters that happen in society. They can provide a visual representation of political
ideas and events, and can be a valuable tool for understanding and analyzing these issues.

However, it's important to be critical and thoughtful consumers of this art form, as movies
have the potential to oversimplify complex issues or perpetuate harmful stereotypes.
Additionally, movies reflect the dominant political and socio-economic view of the time and
place of their production. This means that movies can provide insight into the political and
social climate of the time and place in which they were made.

I Introduction:

Movies have always played a significant role in society, acting as both a reflection of
political realities and a tool for shaping political ideologies. Throughout history, film has
been used as a platform to explore political issues, challenge existing norms, and provide
social commentary. This article will delve into the intricate relationship between movies and
politics, examining howthe former have both mirrored and influenced the latter. In a world
where politics greatly influences our daily lives, it is essential to understand the power and
impact that movies have had in shaping our societal perception of politics.

II Movies as a Reflection of Political Realities:

One of the ways in which movies have acted as mirrors of politics is by accurately depicting
real-life political situations and events. Whether through historical dramas or contemporary
political thrillers, movies have effectively captured and conveyed the complexities of political
systems and power struggles.

For instance, Oliver Stone's "JFK" (1991) examined the conspiracy theories surrounding the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy, shedding light on the political turmoil and
intrigueof the time. Similarly, Steven Spielberg's "Lincoln" (2012) provided audiences with a

57



{‘:u'{) CAREFER FOINT Career Point International Journal of Research (CPIJR)

l‘ TATTLEATINL [OTREAL OF FRTARCTI ©2022 CPIJR | Volume 3 | Issue 2 | ISSN: 2583-1895
September -2023 | DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10252027

glimpse into President Abraham Lincoln's political battles during the American Civil War.

Movies have also been instrumental in highlighting social and political issues that impact
society. In "The Help" (2011), the film tackled the racial segregation and discrimination
prevalent in the 1960s South, while "Erin Brockovich" (2000) shed light on environmental
issuesand corporate corruption.

IIT Movies as Manipulative Tools:

While movies are often seen as unbiased reflections of reality, they can also be powerful tools
for shaping political ideologies. Filmmakers can apply various techniques such as framing,
editing, and storytelling to convey specific political messages or manipulate public opinion.

Documentaries have frequently been used to advocate for a particular political viewpoint or
create awareness about social issues. Michael Moore's "Fahrenheit 9/11" (2004) challenged
the legitimacy of the 2000 U.S. presidential election and criticized the George W. Bush
administration. By presenting a biased narrative and selectively showcasing evidence, Moore
aimed to influence public perception and shape political discourse.

Additionally, Hollywood has engaged in propagandistic filmmaking to further political
agendas, both domestically and internationally. During World War II, movies like
"Casablanca" (1942) and "Mrs. Miniver" (1942) were used to boost patriotic sentiments and
support for the war effort. Similarly, Soviet and Chinese cinema during the Cold War period
was heavily controlled by their respective governments to propagate state ideologies.

IV Movies as Catalysts for Political Movements:

In addition to reflecting political realities and shaping ideologies, movies have often acted as
catalysts for political movements. They possess the ability to inspire and mobilize
individuals,sparking discussions, and challenging existing power structures.

The movie "Selma" (2014), directed by Ava DuVernay, chronicled the civil rights movement
and Martin Luther King Jr.'s struggle for equality and voting rights. The film's release
coincided witha renewed focus on racial justice in the United States, fueling discussions and
debates surrounding race relations and voting rights.

Moreover, movies like "V for Vendetta" (2005) and "The Hunger Games" series (2012-2015)
have served as allegories for political resistance and oppression, resonating with audiences
around the world who sought change and stood against totalitarian regimes.

V Impacts of political movies:
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When we talk about the impacts of political movies, we mean the effects that they can have

on society. Political movies can raise awareness of political issues and encourage people to
become more engaged in politics. They can also inspire people to take action and make a
difference in their communities. Additionally, political movies can help people to understand

complex political issues and events by providing a visual representation of them.

However, it's important to be critical of the messages that political movies convey. Movies
have the potential to oversimplify complex issues or perpetuate harmful stereotypes. It's
important tobe aware of the biases that may be present in political movies and to consider
multiple perspectives when analyzing political issues.

Overall, political movies can have a positive impact on society by raising awareness of
political issues, inspiring people to take action, and helping people to understand complex
political events. However, it's important to be critical of the messages that these movies
convey and to consider multiple perspectives when analyzing political issues.

Positive impact on political movies

Political movies can have a positive impact on society in many ways. They can raise
awareness of political issues and encourage people to become more engaged in politics.
Political movies can also inspire people to take action and make a difference in their
communities. For example, movies like "Selma" and "Milk" have inspired people to become
more involved in civil rightsand LGBTQ+ activism.

Moreover, political movies can help people to understand complex political issues and
events. They can provide a visual representation of these issues, making them more
accessible to a wideraudience. This can be especially important for people who may not have
access to traditional educational resources or who may struggle to understand complex
political concepts.

In addition, political movies can provide a platform for marginalized voices to be heard.
They can shine a light on issues that may be ignored by mainstream media or political
discourse, andprovide a voice for people who may not have one otherwise.

Overall, political movies can have a positive impact on society by raising awareness of
political issues, inspiring people to take action, helping people to understand complex
political events, and providing a platform for marginalized voices.

VI Negative impact on political movies:
Political movies can have a negative impact on society in several ways. They can
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oversimplify complex political issues or perpetuate harmful stereotypes, which can lead to a

lack of understanding and misrepresentation of certain groups or issues. Some political
movies may alsobe biased towards a particular political ideology or party, which can further

polarize people and make it difficult to have productive conversations about political issues.

Moreover, political movies can be used as a tool for propaganda. They can be used to
manipulatepublic opinion or spread false information in order to achieve a particular political
agenda. This can be especially harmful in countries where freedom of speech and press are
limited, as it can contribute to the suppression of dissenting voices.

Additionally, political movies can be triggering or traumatizing for some people. Movies that
depict violence, war, or other traumatic events can be distressing for people who have
experienced similar events in real life. This can be especially harmful if the movie does not
accurately depict the events or if it perpetuates harmful stereotypes about certain groups of
people. Overall, while political movies can have a positive impact on society, it's important
to be criticalof the messages that they convey and to consider the potential negative impacts
that they may have.

VII Conclusion:

Political movies serve as a mirror of society and can have both positive and negative impacts.
They can be used to raise awareness of political issues, inspire people to take action, and
provide a platform for marginalized voices. However, they can also oversimplify complex
political issues, perpetuate harmful stereotypes, and be used as a tool for propaganda.

It's important to be critical of the messages that political movies convey and to consider the
potential negative impacts that they may have. This includes being aware of biases and
stereotypes that may be present and considering multiple perspectives when analyzing
politicalissues.

At the same time, political movies can be a valuable tool for understanding complex political
events and issues. They can provide a visual representation of these issues, making them
more accessible to a wider audience. Political movies can also inspire people to become more
engagedin politics and make a difference in their communities.

Overall, political movies serve as a reflection of society and can have a significant impact on
public opinion and political discourse. It's important to be critical of the messages that these
movies convey and to consider multiple perspectives when analyzing political issues.
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